
HUMAN RIGHTS: REFLECTIONS OF
THE EAST & PERCEPTIONS

OF THE WEST

I S I S

The quest for the inalienable rights of human beings has gained a universal appeal. Nevertheless, a debate rages whether human rights are 
universal or relative to time and place? Is there a high, common ground of shared ideals in the universal quest for justice and equality? Or, 
on the issue of human rights, is “East is East, and West is West and never the twain shall meet”?

The debate is inconclusive because neither the East nor the West is a homogeneous zone. Diversity abounds and value pluralism is the mark 
of modern civilization everywhere. At the same time, in the age of globalisation, a two-way exchange of values is taking place. This is 
conducive to the search for commonalities and the discovery of a universal core surrounded by a penumbra in which relativity reigns and 
context determines content.

To attend the Seminar, please register at :
https://tinyurl.com/1eu4g5pm

OVERVIEW

Institute of Strategic and
International Studies (ISIS) Malaysia

Emeritus Prof Datuk Dr Hj Shad Saleem Faruqi is the Fourth Holder of the Tun Hussein Onn Chair in International 
Studies at ISIS Malaysia for the period July 2019 to June 2021. Emeritus Prof Shad is also currently Holder of the Tunku 
Abdul Rahman Chair at the Faculty of Law, University of Malaya.

He is a member of the Judicial Appointments Commission; Fellow of the Academy of Sciences Malaysia; a member 
of the post GE-14 Government’s Institutional Reform Committee; and a member of the MA63 Committee. He is 
Emeritus Professor of Law at Universiti Teknologi MARA, Shah Alam. He has also served as Visiting Professor at 
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), Penang; Associate Professor at Universiti Islam Antarabangsa Malaysia (UIAM); and 
Adjunct Professor at New England University, Australia.

He is the author of ten books, including Document of Destiny: The Constitution of the Federation of Malaysia (2008); Reflections on Life 
and the Law (2017); and Our Constitution (2019). In four and a half decades in the law, he has authored more than 600 articles in journals, 
periodicals and newspapers. He has done many national and international consultancies, including the drafting of the Constitution of the 
Republic of Maldives in 1992.

PUBLIC LECTURE OF THE 
TUN HUSSEIN ONN CHAIR IN INTERNATIONAL STUDIES AT ISIS MALAYSIA

24 February 2021  | 10.00am UTC+8 | Via Zoom

FORUM


