
Mr Herizal Hazri
Chief Executive
Institute of Strategic and International Studies (ISIS) 
Malaysia

Mr Herizal Hezri is known for his engagements with think tanks, civil society and governments particularly in the 
areas of development, democracy, countering violent extremism and contemporary ASEAN issues. Outside Malaysia, 
he has worked in 11 Asian countries, including Indonesia, Timor-Leste, Cambodia and Bangladesh. In 2004, Mr Herizal 
managed the only International Election Observation Mission for Afghanistan’s Presidential Election and deployed 
observers to Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran. Mr Herizal also served as a member of the International Contact Group 
(ICG) for the peace process in Mindanao where he assisted in efforts that led to the signing of the Comprehensive 
Agreement on the Bangsamoro in 2014. He was a recipient of the Draper-Hills Fellowship at Stanford University and 
a Chevening Scholar at Birkbeck.

HE Lee Chi Beom
Ambassador
Embassy of the Republic of Korea
Malaysia

Ambassador Lee Chi Beom is former Minister of Environment of the Republic of Korea from 2006 to 2007. He has held 
various senior appointments in the field of environment including Secretary General of Korean Federation for Environment 
Movement (KFEM), Head of Korea Institute for Social and Environmental Policy, and President of Korea Environment and 
Resources Corporation. Prior to his posting as Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to Malaysia in 2019, Ambassador Lee 
was the Chairman of Northeast Asia Peace Economic Association of Korea. Ambassador Lee holds an MA in Philosophy 
and a BA in German Language and Literature, both from Seoul National University of Korea.

Dr Zokhri Idris

Deputy Dean
Student Affairs
Management and Science University (MSU)
Malaysia

Dr Zokhri Idris is Deputy Dean of Student Affairs at Management and Science University (MSU). He is also a senior 
faculty member of the Faculty of Business and Professional Studies, MSU. His areas of research focus on the changing 
nature of diplomacy and sovereignty of developing nations, especially Malaysia. Previously, he served as Assistant 
Manager of Strategic Resources and Government Relations at Puncak Niaga Management Services. He holds a 
doctorate degree in International Relations, looking into the proliferation of international terrorism and states’ 
counterterrorism policies. Dr Zokhri is a founder and partner of Eirene Research, an academic forum specialising in 
leadership, research and diplomacy.
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Ms Farlina Said
Analyst
Foreign Policy and Security Studies (FPSS)
Institute of Strategic and International Studies (ISIS)
Malaysia

Ms Farlina Said is Analyst in the Foreign Policy and Security Studies programme of ISIS Malaysia. She graduated from 
S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological University with an MSc (Strategic 
Studies). As a part of the think tank, she has been involved in crafting various dialogues and forums on cybersecurity, 
radicalisation and Malaysia-Korea relations. Her written work and comments have appeared in the local and 
international media such as the New Straits Times and South China Morning Post. She was a part of SEARCCT’s 
Experts on Violent Extremism and Community Engagement (EVOKE) Council (2018–2019).

Professor Hwang In-won
Professor
Gyeongsang National University
Republic of Korea

Professor Hwang In-won is Professor in the Department of Political Science and Dean in the College of Social Science at 
Gyeongsang National University. He obtained his PhD in Political Science and International Relations from Australian 
National University. His areas of research are political and social change in Malaysia, and regime change and maintenance 
in Southeast Asian countries. He has served as Visiting Professor in the Faculty of International Relations, Ritsumeikan 
University; Research Fellow at the Institute for East Asian Studies, Sogang University; and Senior Research Fellow at the 
Korean Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. His publications include “Malaysia 2019: Weakened Pakatan Harapan and 
Re-allied Opposition Parties” (2020); “The Political Implication of Malaysia’s Electoral Authoritarian Regime Collapse” 
(2018); “The Evolution of Korea-Malaysia Relations” (2015); Reflections: The Mahathir Years (Washington: Johns Hopkins 
University, 2004, co-author); Personalized Politics: The Malaysian State under Mahathir (Singapore: ISEAS, 2003); and 
New Perspectives in Malaysian Studies (Selangor: Malaysian Social Science Association, 2002, co-author).

Dr Lee Jaehyon 

Senior Fellow
Center for ASEAN and Oceania Studies
The Asan Institute for Policy Studies
Republic of Korea

Dr Lee Jaehyon is a senior fellow and the Director of the External Relations Department at the Asan Institute for Policy 
Studies. He is also a member of advisory groups for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and for the Presidential Committee 
on New Southern Policy. Dr Lee focuses on Southeast Asian politics and international relations, East Asian regional 
cooperation, and non-traditional and human security issues. His recent publications include South Korea and The 
South China Sea (2016), A South Korean Perspective on the Potential Contributions and Limitations of the 
ADMM-Plus (2016), and What Asia Wants from the US: Voices from the Region (2018). Dr Lee received a BA and an 
MA from Yonsei University and his PhD in politics from Murdoch University, Australia.
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Senior Lecturer, Strategic Studies and International Relations Programme
School of History, Politics and Strategic Studies 
National University of Malaysia (UKM)
Malaysia

Dr Hoo Chiew-Ping is Senior Lecturer in the Strategic Studies and International Relations Programme at the National 
University of Malaysia. Her past affiliations and fellowships include the Korea Foundation Fellow at ISIS Malaysia 
(2019–2020); the US Department of State’s International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP, 2019); the Korean Ministry 
of Unification’s Institute for Unification Education (IUE) Emerging Leaders Fellowship (2018); and being a research 
fellow at the Academy of Korean Studies (AKS, 2011) and Seoul National University (2010). Her main research interests 
include Korean Peninsula issues, international relations theory, and relations between Southeast Asia and the two 
Koreas. Hoo’s recent works include being editor of The New Southern Policy: Catalyst for Deepening ASEAN-ROK 
Relations (ISIS Malaysia, 2020), and a forthcoming co-edited volume (with Shine Choi and Brian Bridges) on North 
Korea-Southeast Asia relations. She received her PhD in Politics and International Relations from La Trobe University, 
Australia.

Professor Hong Seok-Joon
Department of Archeology and Cultural Anthropology
Mokpo National University
Republic of Korea

Professor Hong Seok-Joon is Professor in the Department of Archeology and Cultural Anthropology, and Director of the 
Institution for Marine and Island Cultures at Mokpo National University. He is also President of the Korean Society for 
Cultural Anthropology. He has served as President of the Korean Association of Southeast Asian Studies (KASEAS), 
President of the Korean Society for Local History and Culture, and Director General of the Korea Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies (KISEAS). His research areas focus on cultural anthropology and Southeast Asia. His publications include 
ASEAN Can Be Post China? (2018); The Islamization of Southeast Asia II (2018); The Islamization of Southeast Asia I (2017); 
The Cultural Exchange between Malaysia and Korea (2013); and Southeast Asian Perceptions of Korea (2011).

Dr Hoo Chiew-Ping

Mr Harris Zainul

Analyst
Economics, Trade and Regional Integration (ETRI)
Institute of Strategic and International Studies (ISIS)
Malaysia

Mr Harris Zainul is an Analyst at the Institute of Strategic and International Studies (ISIS) Malaysia. His research 
portfolios include: Southeast Asian and Malaysian politics, human rights, and democratisation; China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI); ASEAN-Korea relations; and the geopolitics of the Mekong River. He had served as a 
Minister-appointed member of the National Youth Consultative Council of Malaysia, a Minister-appointed member of 
the Youth Task Force on Foreign Policy, an elected member of the Malaysian Youth Parliament, and the Special Officer 
and Perdana Fellow to the Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia. He holds an MA in International Studies and Diplomacy 
from the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in London and a Bachelor of Laws with Honours (LLB) from 
the University of Liverpool.
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Dr Ko Young Kyung
Senior Research Fellow
Department of Accounting
Sunway University, Malaysia
Republic of Korea

Dr Ko Young Kyung is Senior Research Fellow at Centre for Accountability and Governance Research, Sunway 
University Business School. Since receiving her PhD in Finance from Korea University, she has been teaching finance 
and conducting research work at institutions in South Korea and Malaysia. She is the author of Future Growth Market 
ASEAN, the first Korean book to analyse business environment, industry and market trends with many business cases 
in ASEAN Economic Community. This book was selected for the 2019 “Sejong Academic Book Award”. Dr Ko has 
published papers on equity offerings and payout, corporate governance, family control succession, and capital 
markets development. She has conducted research on directors’ remuneration, corporate reforms and mutual fund 
performance in Malaysia, and emerging and frontier markets. She introduces the current issues of Southeast Asia to 
South Korea via various lectures, interviews and article series, namely “Dr. KO’s Frontier Markets View” and 
“Southeast Asia Corporation Series”.

Ms Sumathy Permal
Fellow
Head of Centre for Straits of Malacca
Maritime Institute of Malaysia (MIMA)
Malaysia

Ms Sumathy Permal is a Fellow and Head of Centre for Straits of Malacca at the Maritime Institute of Malaysia. Ms Permal is 
on the editorial board of Australian Journal of Maritime & Ocean Affairs and Associate Member of the Corbett Centre for 
Maritime Policy Studies. She is a Professional Fellow On-Demand Exchange Program by the US Department of State for 
Think-Tank in Asia. She is also a member of the Education Advisory Board, Asia-Europe Institute, University Malaya. Her 
research areas include maritime security developments and strategies in the Asia, Pacific and Indo-Pacific region. Her 
current focus is on strategic and defense issues and non-traditional security in the South China Sea and the Strait of 
Malacca.

Dr Lee Jae Yong

Director
Smart City Research Center
Korea Research Institute for Human Settlements
Republic of Korea

Dr Lee Jae Yong is Director of Smart City Research Center, Korea Research Institute for Human Settlements (KRIHS). 
He obtained his PhD from Ohio State University. He is a smart city and GIS expert, and has supported the Korean 
government’s smart city policies, comprehensive plans and legal system since 2008. He was in charge of 
researching on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd smart city national plan as well as legal system constructions, and has 
participated in more than 60 smart city projects. He was an expert advisor of the Presidential Council for Future and 
Vision (2010–2011) and a committee member of the Presidential Committee on the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
(2017–2018). He is currently a committee member of the Korean Smart City Special Committee and the ISO/TC 268 
Standard Committee. He is also Vice Chairman of the Seoul Smart City Committee.
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Dr Fahmi Ngah
Managing Director
Smart Selangor Delivery Unit (SSDU)
Malaysia

Dr Fahmi is Managing Director for the Smart Selangor Delivery Unit – the Selangor State entity mandated to plan and 
deliver initiatives under the Smart Selangor Smart State Programme. He holds a first-class honours degree in 
engineering and a PhD in Aeronautics from Imperial College, London. He was a Perdana Scholarship holder and was 
also awarded the prestigious Tun Ismail Ali Award for the Best UK graduate from the British/Malaysian Society, and 
the National Youth Award from the Malaysian Ministry of Youth and Sports. He served the UK Defence Research 
Agency (now QinetiQ PLC) as Senior Technology Consultant for Aerostructures and Computational Probabilistic 
Methods where he led several European aerospace research programmes on behalf of the UK Defence and Science 
Technology Laboratory. He later joined the UK corporate sector, namely British Energy and EDF Energy, as Front 
Office Senior Quant. His last position within the corporate sector was Head of Commodity Trading and Structuring 
in CIMB Investment Bank Malaysia.
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