The Movement Control Order (MCO) in Malaysia has been In place for six
weeks after three extensions by the Government. There remains no definite
termination point in sight yet, despite Its current period set to last until 12
May 2020. At the same time, the number of infection cases in Malaysia also
seem to be declining, triggering the conversation on ending the MCO. As we
ease Into its fourth phase, some thought and analyses should be given to
how the transition period from the MCO to the new normal would look like.
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Ending the MCO — What to Consider?

According to Director-General of the WHO, "Every country should be
Implementing a comprehensive set of measures to slow down transmission
and save lives, with the aim of reaching a steady state of low-level or no
transmission”. Prior to this, however, there are key points that we need to
consider before formulating such measures.

Leaders say...

“It is precisely because the figures
%% giverise to hope that | feel obliged
~af  tosay that this interim result is
| fragile. We are on thin ice, the
thinnest ice even" - Angela Merkel,
Chancellor of Germany

y “We are opening up the economy,

q==p but we're not opening up people’s

% 8 social lives"” - Jacinda Ardern, Prime
Minister, New Zealand

Source: Business Insider Malaysia, World Economic Forum

Differentiating Between

Post-MCO

e To last from two
to four weeks

e Dependent on
YEIEVSERS
domestic
situation

e A crucial period
to avoid further
lockdowns

Post-COVID-19

e To last from six
to 12 months

e Dependent on
global situation
Resurgence of
the pandemic
could influence
the situation In
YEIEVSIE

Why is there a reluctance to discuss the lifting of the MCO?

Lifting the MCO at an
INnappropriate time

Deadly

could lead to another :
outbreak Resurgence :

While the spread of :
COVID-19 accelerates Slow :
very fast, it decelerates ° .
much more slowly DECElEl‘atlon :

If Malaysia lifts the MCO...

Which non-
essential services
should be
opened up first
and why?

Undetermined
Measures

Public
Participation

WARNYEIEVSIE
continue to ban
INnterstate travel

and close Its

International

borders?

Should Malaysia lift the MCO soon?

Based on the experience of Singapore and the

We have yet to
specifically determine
control measures that
must remain in place
post-MCO

The public must be
given the power to
manage their own
measures In controlling
the infection rate

When will
schools and
universities

reopen?’

emergence of new cases in Selayang and Petaling Jaya,
there remains the need to be vigilant and continue
aggressive testing, especially on communities that have
been left out thus far
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Looking Ahead: What Should the Transition
Strategy Cover?

The post-MCO period iIs critical, as it Is a litmus test on whether the lessons
learned and culture formed during the MCO have become a habit observed
by all members of the society.

Domestic Politics

Economy

e Managing the stability of Malaysia's
political [andscape

e Ensuring the quality and
Implementation of policies in the
transition and post-MCO periods

e Opening economic activities in green
zones to mitigate more losses in Income
and employment

e Financing of economic recovery given
low price of commodities and constraints
IN government revenue

e |mproving digitalisation of industries as a
future source of growth

Social

e Ensuring the society's compliance rate in
the post-MCO period

e Enhancing contact tracing measures,
such as using phone applications or
cooperating with digital companies

e Mobilising forces and resources efficiently
INn case there Is a sudden resurgence of
Infection

e Ensuring a degree of personal privacy,
especially as testing, contract tracing and
guarantine measures are ramped-up

Environment

e Encouraging the society to be more
environmentally-conscious

e Reducing carbon emission, such as by
popularising the use of public transport

* |mposing a stricter rule to ensure
environmental compliance

Foreign Relations
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