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EDITOR'S NOTE

Much heated debate — including the memorable ex-
changes between Nazri and Mahathir - surrounded
the Biro Tata Negara controversy. If Umno is not rac-
ist, why does it maintain an indoctrination agency
like the BTN, wonders Stephen Tan Ban Cheng, in
our cover story. While all this was going on, Najib
and his team continued to promote the 1Malaysia
theme. CY peers into the past to deconstruct the TMa-
laysia myth - is there space for honest debate and
more open democracy, he wonders,

Some are putting a lot of hope in a two-party sys-
tem, but that alone will not automatically solve the
problems facing the nation, cautions Jeyakumar
Devaraj. On the global stage, Farish Noor reminds
us how neoliberalism and the “war on terror” sys-
tem have worked together to terrorise the world.

For P Ramakrishnan, one regretful incident stands
out in the year just completed - the cow-head pro-
test. He points out that the majority of Malays are
accommodating and peace-loving and do not sub-
scribe to such intolerance.

Many of us, however, are not particularly bothered
about the Copenhagen climate change meeting.
Angeline Loh laments the apathy towards environ-
mental destruction and greenhouse gas emissions.
To promote environmentally friendly transport op-
tions, cheahst has come up with some interesting
alternatives for Penang.

Meanwhile, Khor Ai-Na, Akemi Utsumi and Terri
Faust take a peek inside an institution for people
with disabilities and learning prablems and call for
a change of attitude towards special education. Fi-
nally, we wish all readers a happy new yeart Thank
you all tor your continuing support in the cause of
justice.

Aliran is an organisation for ‘social democratic
reform’. We advocate freedom, justice and
solidarity; comment critically on social issues, offer
analysis and alternative ideas keeping in mind
the national and global picture based on universal

human rights and spiritual values. We are listed
on the roster of the Economic and Social Cauncil of
_ the United Nations., Founded in 1977, Aliran
welcomes all Malaysians above 21 to be members.
Contact the Hon, Secretary or visit our webpage,

. Par Juatiss, Prowiam b bekiarity
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New Internationalist
JANUARY/FEBRUARY ISSUE 429

At a political meeting recently, one woman got up and told us
whart rubbish ‘the media’ was and how you could noc truse it.
Others agreed. [t gradually became clear that cheir idea of ‘media’
consisted of the corporare big fish in the mainscreant. Nor
independent minnows like the New Internationalist.

[t's no secret thar print media is struggling in chese
straitened times. Newspapers are worst hit, But magazines too
are feeling the pinch. New Internationalist is no cxception. In
some ways we are fortunate in that we never relied too much
on the now collapsing advertising marker, Nor have we had a
sugar daddy or mummy in the background chat could cuc us off
without a penny.

Qur business model is based on people like you subscribing

This issue’s main theme is the hor topic of populacdion. s the
mounting panic abour increasing human numbers reasonable?
There's an on-the-ground special report from the recent
Copenhagen climate talks by Jess Worth, And we tell che
inspiting story of an againsc-all-odds friendship berween Rami
Elhanan, an Israeli, and Bassam Aramin, a Palestinian, who
tearure in our best-selling book Nine Lives. As usual ar this time,
we present The Unreported Year 2009, a round-up of the best
tilms, music and books, and the NI Jupibo Crossword,

to the magazine, buying the books we publish and rhe faiv ceade 0 ‘ 5 % . !

and ethical produces we stock in our shop (www.newint.org). 0\3\\?\ Qe

And it’s thanks to you that the media does not consist encirely A )

of just a few mass circulation titles in hock to corporate power. f2 o

I'd love to hear from you (vnncssab@newint.org) if there is g 4 F ol @

anything you think we should be covering or could be doing & Luig CZD Vanessa Baird for the

differe nrly,
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demographers arent panicking.
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Populations are ageing,
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= 10 Abrief history of
j o flopulation
i Includes
a murky

past.
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the day.
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